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In the Orphic tradition, there is a stron i
and the same, that each being in the universe
“everything derives from the same flesh.” This jnte

VERA, a collection which focys b I

submerge this

dissolve the smooth paper

so the twilight sounds are left
to talk to each other

ject) act in themselves as barriers to the natural
ential to breach the chasm: “we burrow / into the
new language.” And though the speaker manipulates nature to make a
don herself to “unknowing,” to a negative capability, keeps her from
tural world and instead puts her in a sort of tandem with it. PRIMA VERA is an
filled with yearning, quiet contemplation, defeat, and hope.

e

» poetry, the speaker recognizes, also has the pot
theme / biting juicy bulbs of /

point, her willingness to aban
IMposing on the na
evocative collection,

Paige Melin
A Liquid Bird Inside The Night
lexandra van de Kamp
Red Glass Books
2015

Alexandra van de Kamp’s A Liquid Bird Inside The Night offers “a rain of hums” (“Nightgowns”) amidst

AN ocean of sound” (“How to Survive Yourself in Nine Steps”). In these p(l?lems, zlv:glas mas’:téllll.zc;;irﬁ lfiil;
into a yagt sea of dreams and movie scenes. Music propels the rea}fler throug viﬂeir Ka ;/) ot e
world. In the poem “Sleep: An Update”, van de Kamp writes, “Teeth dr:lzarlré 2 uti{izes e
aNguage they are forced to chew.” Echoing Berryman’s Dream Songs, valm eAau:;\pe atilizes the logic of
dreams’ a5 5 means of carrying back clarity from the other world of sleep. As the p

leep” announces, van de Kamp believes:

When we sleep, we tip over
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